
Sunopee resident spends o busy ltalion vacetion
by Dennis Hurd

I  am work ing in  Saudi  Arabia as
an Engl ish Language Inst ructor .
and recent ly  took a t r ip  to l ta ly .

My t r ip  or  min i -vacat ion went
fine. It was a much needed break as
I hadn't left this country for about
l3 months.  I  can now st r ike several
more cit ies off my internal world
map.

I  a r r i ved  a t  t he  Rome a i rpo r t
ear ly  Thursday morning on March
19.  I  d idn ' t  do much that  day other
than f ind a hote l ,  eat  and nap.

The next  morning.  which was
gloomy,  I  decided to take a
walk ing t r ip  of  the c i ty .  Wi th map
in hand.  I  t ro t ted down the

winding,  narrow st reets,  and r t
wasnt too long before I was lost.

Compass d i rect ions are d i f f icu l t
to  know in a fore ign c i ty  when the
sun isn ' t  br ight  enough to show the
east-west  points.  F inal ly ,  when I
d id ask an o lder  gent leman.  I
found myself off the bottom corner
of  my map!

My legs hur t ,  so when passing a
t ravel  agency that  adver t ised bus
tours, I was one of the first on
board.

Saturday morning,  I  went  to the
bus locat ion and wai ted for  the bus
for  Naples to arr ive.  I  thought
I ta ly .  one of  the o lder  c iv i l izat ions.
would be heavi ly  populated,  but  l
was surpr ised by the large amount
of  rura l  land that  I  saw.

Some of  Naples appeared qui te
poor.  but  the sun was warm. and
the people friendly.

The bus took us to Pompei i .  the
ancient  Roman c i ty  that  was
bur ied in  an72 A.D.  volcanic erup-
tion. When archaeologist began
removing the ash in the 1930's,  they
found the bur ied c i ty  a lmost  in tact .
I got the strange feeling that I was a
v is i tor  who had arr ived too la te l

Many of  the Pompeians had had
time to escape. but nearly 2,000
were found in their homes. There
was even a dog that  s t i l l  wears such
an anguished look on i ts  face that
I 'm sure I don't ever want to l ive
too c lose to an act ive volcano.

Because I was the only member
on the tour  who had s igned up for
two days.  I  was dr iven d i rect ly  to
my hote l  in  Sorrento.  Af ter  an
evening spent  wi th a Canadian
tour  group stay ing at  the same
hotel ,  i t  was of f  to  the ls le of  Capr i .

A slow ferry labored across the
bay to the small, rock-cliff island.
where the mounta ins seemed to
c l imb a lmost  d i rect ly  f rom the
water's edge.

Later .  another  bus d id the same
for  me.  The day was spent  tak ing
ample v iews of  the beaut i fu l  sur-
roundings.  ln  the af ternoon,  I
bought  a hydro- fo i l  t icket  and
rocketed towards Naples where I
soon met the tour  bus that  returned
me to  Rome.

With a l i t t le  bet ter  understand-
ing of  Rome, I  took Monday to
exp lo re  t he  c i t y .  f i nd ing  i t  a  c i t y  t o
be savore, j .  I t  is  a lways busy wi th
people who f i l l  the st reets every
hour on the c lock.  SiCeu'a lk  cafes
inv i te people for  a cup of  expresso
or other  v iands.  Shoppers are of ten
window-shopping,  but .  perhaps
because of the exchange rates, I
found th ings expensive.

Tuesday was the day to "do"

Florence.  The bus went  nor th.  a
three-hour t r ip .  a b i t  mounta inous
and beaut i fu l .  F lorence is  a c i ty  of
ar t ,  and we saw Michelangelo 's
David, .and other  famous paint ings
in the Uf f izz i  Gal lery.  Af ter  much
walk ing and v iewing,  we headed
back,  s topping for  d inner ,  and
a r r i v i ng  i n  Rome abou t  l l  p .m .

For the next  two days,  I
increased my formal  educat ion of
Rome, v is i t ing such h is tor ica l
p laces as the Colosseum, St .  Paul 's-Basi l ica.  

the Roman Forum'  the
Pantheon.  I  revr  Founta in and
Vat ican Ci ty .  l t  was a lso an oppor-
tuni ty  to meet  in terest ing people
and eat great pasta.

On Fr iday.  March 27.  I  returned
back to Tai f .  Saudi  Arabia.  where
work seemed a vacat ion by con-
t rast  to  the previous busy week!

And now i t 's  back to the o ld
fami l iar  gr ind unt i l  MaY 26.  when
i t  wi l l  be t ime to come back to
Amer ica for  near ly  a month.


